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attain that status, Lord Irwin felt that a declaration to this
effect would certainly help to create a favourable atmosphere
for the reception of the Report of the Statutory Commission.

The Secretary of State for India consulted the Party
leaders and the Chairman of the Commission. While there
was a general agreement in regard to a Round Table Con-
ference, the Conservative and Liberal leaders were opposed
to the proposed declaration regarding Dominion Status
for India. The phrase <( Dominion Status " had acquired
a different meaning after the Imperial Conference of 1926,
and it was urged by Conservative and Liberal statesmen
that it could not be appropriately used to describe the next
stage of Indian constitutional reforms.

But Lord Irwin was no ordinary Viceroy of India. Ever
since he took the responsibility of this high office, he realized
that the duty of a Viceroy could not be adequately discharged
unless it included the task of political and moral leadership.
He therefore decided to issue an announcement, the salient
points of which are as follows :

1.  "In view of the doubts which have been expressed
both in Great Britain and in India regarding the inter-
pretations to be placed on the intentions of the British
Government in enacting the Statute of 1919, I am author-
ized  on   behalf  of  His  Majesty's   Government   to   state
clearly that in their judgment it is implicit in the Declara-
tion of 1917 that the natural issue of India's constitutional
progress,   as   there   contemplated,   is   the   attainment   of
Dominion Status. ... In the full realization of this policy,
it is evidently important that the Indian States should be
afforded an opportunity of finding their place.

2.  "The adoption by the Prime Minister of Sir John
Simon's recommendation of ' a conference in which His
Majesty's Government  should meet representatives  both
of British India and of the States, for the purpose of seeking
the greatest possible measure of agreement for the final
proposals ... to submit to Parliament/

3.  "It is as unprofitable to deny the right of Parliament
to form its free and deliberate judgment on the problem as